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nside fhis Issue: Bronze Star in WWII

lowa Alpha has 2

Rich Military Past Earlier this fall, | had the opportunity to sitcampaign of World War Il. After spending
down with a fraternity brother who29 days in basic training, Bob was
participated in world history. While back irdeployed, and his first action was during

Undergraduate 2

Report

lowa City for football game, | met a fellowhe invasion of Saipan, in what is now the
Bronze Star 2 lowa Alpha alumnus to talk about hisNorthern Mariana Islands. The Marines
(continued) remarkable story. were sent in first to establish a beach front

~ ) so that additional forces could make it
lowa Al ph&ads Bob Benson, IA Alpha 1947, has lived theni the island to subdue the resistance of

Military History American dream and spent part of his life, 1 o nati ves . Bobds
Alumnus Profile: 4 defending it. Bob was born and raised iy, the 3 day to a scene of death and
Elliot Smith Burlington, 1A and grew up as the worlqastruction only imaginable to those who

was entering uncertain times. At 18, h&jeq jt. By the time the US forces worked

Jndergrad Profile: 5 entered the US Army and left for basig, gpjit the island in half and had taken

Alan Coshy

training. He joined the 16% Regiment . o nt r o 17 of the
Veteran History 6 (Old Fighting 69) of the 27" Infantry oo medics had been wounded.
Project Division in Hawaii as a combat medic irkContinued on page 3)

anticipation of the Pacific theater

A New Door to 363

Dear Brothers, door has finally been installed this
fall, or so as well as changing out

Another school year is well underway, some furniture for the old, tired

and there are many things happening
at lowa Alpha. Not the least of which
is the fact that your active chapter has
picked up their second Grand Chapter
award recently, one of only three
chapters nationally to win it multiple
times (2002). This places us at the
top of Phi Psi &8s
huge tribute to past and present
members who continue to keep the
bar high for future classes.

Other house items are taking out one |
of the old (dead) Oak trees out front.
Unfortunately, there is a beetle
infestation going around town and we
are hopeful that we will only lose the
one tree in the process. A new front

looking examples on the main floor
and TV room.

Finally, our chapter is now well over
100 members and we continue to
have growing pains. If we are to
maintain our position on campus as
theslargast, most respected fraternity
that consistently has top grades, we
must pursue all avenues that allows
us the ability to keep our physical
structures up to that level. We
welcome all ideas, comments, and
suggestions on our endeavor to grow.

ITB,

Doug Parsons, 6075
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lowa Alpha is Grand Chapter, Again

In 2002, lowa Alpha was proud to beacademic, and philanthropic qualities.campus over the summer. Many
recognized for their accomplishments, afOur continued thanks go out to allUniversity buildings were evacuated
they were awarded their Grand Chaptealumni who contribute to the Chapteralong residential homes and a sorority
award. Six years later, the chapter wascholarship Fund, which makes ouhouse. Phi Psis volunteered every day
honored to once again receive thescholarship program possible. Recipientdeading up the floods, sometimes in ten

recognition of Grand Chapter, at the 74 this year included Student Councilhour shifts, to help in sandbagging
Grand Arch Council held this pasPresidents, Nationa
August. Former GP and District V Archoderit Finalists, class
Barrett Anderson was also awarded thevaledictorians, among
Undergraduate of the Year Award. Wether outstanding
would like to sincerely thankall alumni qualifications.

for paving the way for our chapter to o ~
continue its success. Our annual  Kinnick ¥

Brunch was held thig
More recently, the chapter saw greatAugust at the Kinnick
success over the summer recruitmentStadium press box
months, as we tested a new recruitmentThe chapter wag
system with brothers working part timehonored to host North
for the chapter, allowing them to travelA m e r i ¢ a n
and personally meet outstandinglnterfraternity
incoming freshmen. The recruitmentConference Chairma
coordinator positions proved to be aBob Marchesani as . -
great success as we are thrilled to beour keynote speaker  NiPsibrothers at the Fall 2008 Brotherhood Event
have pledged 36 potential new membersfor the event. Brother Marchesani gaveefforts. Members of Colorado Alpha and
this fall semester. an insightful speech regarding thejowa Beta volunteered their efforts as

benefits of fraternity life and his personalwell, as they planned a trip over to assist
Several of those 36 men were selectedndergraduate ~ experiences as  ajn a Habitat for Humanity project. Driving
as Kinnick Scholarship recipients, as themember of Phi Kappa Psi. After thesver 1,000 miles to help those in need
program awarded a record $10,000prunch, several scholarship recipientsshows great dedication on the part of the
dollars to incoming freshmencommented that the speech hadprothers from the University of Colorado
exemplifying  strong leadership,positively changed their view of fraternityand is a shining example what Phi Psis

life completely. are willing to do for the good of others.
A in f thi ter h Thankfully, the lowa Alpha chapter house

main focus tnis semester has,, .o undamaged throughout the floods.
been continuing to improve the

pledging process in accordancejowa Alpha welcomes home all alumni

with the revamped pledgeand fellow brothers to visit the chapter
education program which washgyse at any time.

made available to brothers at the
most recent GAC. Pledges areAx e | Lar son, 607, GP
encouraged to elect class
positions, run their own meetings;

and, create their own goals for th Rece nt|y re|ocated’_)

chapter. Fraternity educators hay

truly embraced the importance |
educating not only pledges, but th Recently graduated?

entire chapter in the nobl

traditions of Phi Kappa Psi. U pdate your co ntact

A great demonstration of th

brothers commitment to th informatiOn at
. ~ ommunity ,was . apparenf whe
Dr.. Jim Bartlett (0 7 ZOg]ds%s gd thﬁo'ugﬁ thgnéidgjle oh 'IOW&AIpHabom'
ni tration t°hi afpuary. Ji1'm

(609) at Johnds i [S
provided the ritualds al umni address.
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(Bronze Star continued) After September 2, 1945 aboard the USSbusiness. Union Supply
participating in the invasion of SaipanMi ssour i 2 days aCdompany Bold 6 slectdoinng
Bobds division wa sregohed thebnsmio Kapanese island. eHEempenents and antennas to
and was moved to the New Hebridesvas stationed in western Japan for 4individuals and businesses throughout
islands (now known as Vanuato) neamonths before returning home in thesoutheast lowa. As his business
New Zealand to rest and regroup. Therearly winter of 1945. flourished, so did his family. Bob and his
he spent 6 months prior to leaving for wife had two kids (including one son that
the invasion of Okinawa, Japan. Once iWP 0N BoDb38s 1 et ur ngefiQned Bitd Alphal HE Rifed 7Bk
Okinawa, the US faced strong resistanc®!2nned to relax and head to college the,js psiness in 1989 and spent the next
from the locals a fPlpwingyear hie hogg e gaughtuiecage spliting time between lowa and
experience with artillery fire. While onVith an old friend and former lowa Alphgrigiga  1n 2000, Bob and his wife
Okinawa, Bob volunteered for nighPresident, H. Bob Fawcett.  Brothefngyed to lowa City permanently to be
detail one evening, which eventually lead™@Wcett convinced Brother Benson 1q;oser to family and friends.

to a night running through crossfire toStart school in time for the Spring _ .
pick up a wounded soldier and returnSeémester of 1946 and pledged PhiSince returning to lowa City, Bob has

him to the medic station for treatment. Kappa Psi. He had over 20 members irgotten reacquainted with lowa Alpha at

For his efforts that night brother Benson

was awarded a Bronze Star. World War Il veteran. He completed thénas attended several chapter functions

pledge process and lived in the chaptesince. Bob also faced another challenge
The Allied Forces were able to secure thbouse for one year before moving intd hi s summer . Bobds
island of Okinawa after massivethe Phi Psi annex (a former house livedheighborhood of lowa City was damaged
casualties of Allied soldiers, Japaneseén by several chapter brothers by theby the massive flooding that affected
soldiers and civilians. Bob was stationecturrent Delta Delta Delta sorority houseJowa City.
in the city of Naha on the western coasbut has since been torn down). Bob met ) )
of Okinawa when the US dropped théis wife (a Gamma Phi Beta) througH @M sure Bob will approach his recent
atomic bombs on Hiroshima on Augussome mutual friends of his chapterchallenge with the same resilience and

6t and Nagasaki on August ®. Blrdihérs. determination that helped him persevere
division was the second division of the _ o through war, business ownership, and
Army to land on the main island of Japar‘ﬁﬂer graduation, Bob and his wife movedaising a family.

after the bombing. Japan signed tha?ack to Burlington and he started a retail
Japanese Instrument of Surrender orfNd Wholesale electronics distributonPet e Nel son, 0601

lowa Alpha has Rich Military Past

With Veterans Day in our recent past, it is a good time t@nce again, nearly thirty years later Phi Psis from around the
reflect on our fraternal heritage and military tradition.country answered the call. lowa Alphans in unknown numbers
Brothers of Phi Kappa Psi have honorably served our countsgrved in various theatres throughout the world during this
in both times of peace and war since our founding in 1852most desperate conflict. As chapter houses around the
Our early brothers rushed to the call and picked up arms toountry were occupied by servicemen training on university
fight for their philosophical obligations in the Civil War and areampuses lowa Alphans like Nile Kinnick were preparing for
still answering the call today in the sands of Iraq fosteringvar. Nile, the namesake of our chapter, met death in a
democracy world wide. training accident that has been well documented. He is but

one of twelve lowa Alphans whom lost their lives during World

The brothers of lowa Alpha joined the services in gregfar Two, lowa Alpha suffered the second highest mortality
numbers for the first time in World War One. SeveAtyo | ia of any Phi Psi chapter during the war.

brothers served in the military during the war with twentne

serving overseas. Two of these brothers, Samuel Haven amd remembrance of all Phi Psi veterans, and especially those
Winfield White, of the pledge class of 1908, gave their last fulbf lowa Alpha, | ask that we take a moment to silently
measure of devotion. If there is anything that history hasemember our lost brothers who gave the ultimate sacrifice in
taught us it is that World War Two was a direct response to thibe service to their country. Without fine brothers like these
short comings of the peace agreement at Versailles thawe would not have the world that we live in today.

ended World War One. Bl air Schoell, 603

his pledge class and only onewasnotda he <chapterds al umni
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Hometown: lowa City, IA It is the goal of The Lamp to
Pledge name/nickname: Eggs- my middle name is Gilchrist, which was nfy,ofile one unde aduate an
Mo md s mai den name and the | ast S'ana‘fumnPbrot aérst

constitutes my Phi Psi lowa Alpha legacy tree (as it wedejrandfather Fred dit If h
C. Gilchrist, Jr. (activated 1917), father Evan E. Smith (activated 1947), : 'Onj you ave an
other uncles from the 1940s, a second cousin from the 1950s, and pSuggestions about who we shoul

second cousin from the 1970s. profile, we are always looking f
Badge #: 1297 suggestions. Please contact us gt
Pledge dad: Bill Smith from Grinnell iowa.alpha.pkp@gmail.com

Leadership roles in Phi Psi: Corush chair (1980); Phi Psi Open Directd
(Nile Kinnick Scholarship fundraiser golf outing for Ul fraternitigs 1978-81); Inter-Fraternity Council justice
(1980); Homecoming Council (1979 & 1980); Homecoming Parade Director (1980)

Occupation (title, company)Executive Director, lowa Business Council

Degree(s): Bachelors of Business Administration double major: Management & Industrial Relations

Why did you join Phi Psi? was influenced by previous generations of Phi Psis in my family that | lookgdto

(see above). | rushed and pledged during the summer before my freshman year started and liked the quality and
reputation of house and its active members.

What is your favorite memory in your time as an undergrad?grew a lot during my four years living in the
chapter house. There are many great memories to reflect on, but probably initiation night January 1978 ranks
as number one. After ritual, the chapter headed do
masse and us newbie actives had a great night celebrating with our new brothers. There is a close tie at second
place. Any home Hawkeye football weekend with the lowa Fight Song being cranked throughout the house bright
and early is tied with the traditional O0Chadanaath ne E
night party followed by eggs and champagne just bef
flag football.

Who were the Phi Psi &8s
or were role models to you?it might seem
very cliché to say this at lowa Alpha, but
Nile Kinnick really is a role model for me. |
corresponded with Nile
in July 1989. | would hold Nile Kinnick out
as a role model for anyone to follow He was
a truly remarkable young man. My parents
(Dad an IA Alpha Phi Psi; Mother a Ul
Kappa) and grandfather (IA Alpha Phi Psi)
have been major influences, too.
What advice would you give to a Phi Psi
brother in college now? Do n 6 t take
time for granted --- friendships and
philosophies form during these years that
last a lifetime. Grab the opportunities
college offers you, but never settle for
anything less than the best. Be genuine,
) ) humble, avoid pretense. The first thing we
Elliot Smith and son, Freddy, 11, at the learned as pledges my freshman year was
Grand Teton mountains in Wyoming. OA Phi Psi is always a
good reputation to have.
What has Phi Psi meant to you throughout your lifeBrothers have become my best friends, close business
associates, and valued personal advisors. Phi Psi helped teach me how to conduct myself in professional and
social settings. | feel very fortunate to be a member of Phi Kappa Psi, particularly at the University of lowa.
Anything else you would like to add or think we should know about you?6 m j ust very gl ad
Riverside Drive so successful and vibrant today. During the Aiate -1070s, lowa Alpha was definitely in a re
building period- figuratively and literally. Strong leaders with vision every year | was in the chapter really helped
change the i mage and posture of the chapter on c¢camp
some small way.



