
House Corporation Improvements 

A Publication of the Iowa Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 

Inside this issue: 

House Corporation 

Update 

1-2 

Central Iowa Alumni 

Assocication Update 

1 

Undergraduate Update  2 

Alumni Golf Outing 2 

House Corporation 

Financial Update 

3 

Announcements 3 

Upcoming Alumni 

Events 

4 

Fall 2007 Issue 

Central Iowa Alumni Association Update 
The CIAA held its first 

Founder‟s Day banquet on 

Thursday, February 22nd, 

2007, in Des Moines. 

Hosted at the historic 

Hotel Fort Des Moines, 

home of the 1942 Grand 

Arch Council. The event 

was attended by over 20 

alumni brothers, primarily 

of Iowa Alpha and Iowa 

Beta but also from as far 

away as West Virginia 

Alpha. In addition, 10 

undergraduate brothers 

and guests attended. 

The association also hit 

the links for a golf outing 

May 25th, 2007, at the 

Waveland Golf Club in Des 

Moines.  Participation was 

lighter than hoped for due 

to the Memorial Day 

weekend, but those in 

attendance declared it an 

indisputable success!  

After the round the group 

e n j o y e d  m u c h 

c a m a r a d e r i e  a n d 

b r o t h e r h o o d  o v e r 

refreshments in the 

clubhouse.  Everyone 

agreed that this should 

become an annual event, 

so be sure and plan to be 

a part of the Second 

Annual Central Iowa 

Alumni Association Golf 

Outing in 2008! 

Please stay tuned for 

details on Founders Day 

2 0 0 8 . F o r  m o r e 

i n f o rmat i on,  p lease 

contact Mark Easler at 

easlerm@nationwide.com 

or 515.457.1278    

- Mark Easler, Central Iowa 

AA President 

It‟s been too long since 

we have sent out a 

newsletter to our many 

alumni. There have 

been many changes 

and advances at Iowa 

Alpha since our last 

m a i l i n g .  M o s t 

importantly is that the 

chapter continues to 

grow and prosper 

under the leadership of 

many fine GPs through 

the years. But you can 

read more about their 

great accomplishments in 

the inside article.  

Although the House 

Corporation may have 

been quiet over the past 

couple years, we have not 

been inactive. The chapter 

house has undergone 

numerous improvements 

and projects, including the 

installation of a new 

massive television and 

surround sound system for 

the new TV room (old 

chapter room). The parking 

lot and basketball courts 

have been resurfaced and 

painted, and the living 

r o o m  h a s  b e e n 

refurnished as well. The 

m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e 

improvement house would 

have to be the renovation 

of the south patio. After 

the resurfacing of the brick 

patio, a new, in-ground grill 

was installed and new, 

recycled plastic picnic 

tables were purchased. 

The area will provide a 

great place for the 

chapter‟s Wednesday 

sorority barbeques. 

Our future projects 

include updates to 

various parts of the 

chapter house. After 

p r o v i d i n g  t w o 

computers and a 

pr i n ter  fo r  the 

computer room in 2005, 

the house corporation is 

looking to add more 

t ec hno log y  t o  ou r 

computer lab this spring to 

accommodate the larger 

number of live-ins. We are  

looking to add another 

washer and dryer to the 

basement laundry room.                

(Continued on page 2)  

The 

Lamp 

Want The Lamp  

electronically? Check 

it out on the new 

i o w a a l p h a . c o m ! 

Update your street 

or e-mail address on 

iowaalpha.com! The 

website will be        

r e- l aunched  i n 

January 2008. 
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This school year got off to 

a great start with a newly 

i n s t i t u t e d  s u m m e r 

recruitment plan combining 

with the Kinnick 

Scholarship to bring 

in 15 fantastic 

pledges before the 

first day of school 

even arrived. The 

Kinnick Scholarship 

itself reached new 

heights, not only 

with giving out more 

than $6000 in 

scholarship money, 

but also by being 

held in the Kinnick 

Stadium Paul W. 

Brechler Press Box. We were 

able to have those summer 

recruits around during the 

formal recruitment period 

and have recently closed the 

pledge class at 33 men. The 

chapter was excited to see 

the improvements on the 

house when they returned 

from summer vacation as 

well, which included newly 

laid carpeting and a 

beautiful new brick patio 

complete with a fantastic 

stainless steel grill. We look 

forward as an executive 

team to continuing to work 

with our housing corporation 

on more housing projects in 

the coming months. 

Although recruitment is 

i m p o r t a n t  w e  h a v e 

rededicated ourselves to the 

other areas of fraternity life. 

These areas include 

setting goals of 

reaching a house GPA 

of 3.3 and remaining 

the only Phi Psi 

chapter in the nation 

to be in the top ten in 

both chapter size and 

GPA. Additionally, we 

have set up exciting 

brotherhood events 

that range from a 3 

vs. 3 basketball 

tournament to 12 

brothers skydiving 

together October 6th. Our 

philanthropy chair has been 

working extremely hard not 

only to make sure we beat 

the $2,500 raised last year 

in the Phi Psi-Theta 

basketball tournament, but 

also holding brothers 

accountable to their 15 

required community service 

hours they complete each 

semester. The website is 

currently under construction 

and we are excited about its 

re-launching in the coming 

months. The chapter house 

itself is always buzzing with 

activity with over 40 live in 

members and we look 

forward to the initiation of 

our current pledge class this 

winter. We would love to 

hear any response from our 

alumni and please feel 

welcome to contact me 

a n y t i m e  a t  a l a n -

cosby@uiowa.edu with any 

comments or questions. If 

you are interested in coming 

back to Iowa City for a visit, 

we‟d love to have you. 

-Alan Cosby (‘06)    

Chapter President 

Active Chapter Continues to Raise the Bar 

Annual Alumni Golf Outing a Success 
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“[Iowa Alpha is] the only Phi Psi chapter in the nation to be in top ten in both chapter size and GPA.” 

The Annual Iowa Alpha Alumni golf 

outing was held on Saturday, August 

18th at Brown Deer Golf Club in 

Coralville, IA. Elliott Smith, John Metz, 

Todd Schoell, Bob Benson, Eric Parker, 

and Dan Haase were the alumni in 

attendance, with a number of 

undergrads playing as well. Although 

storms delayed tee times, they were not 

enough to keep the Phi Psi‟s off the golf 

course. Three teams tied to win at a 

mediocre winning score of –2. I guess 

we will blame it on the weather.  

Following the wet round of gold, there 

was a barbeque back at the chapter 

house, catered by Haight‟s Hawkeye 

Meat Market. The event was a great 

chance for alumni to relive great Phi Psi 

memories and meet the undergraduate 

brothers.  

Mark your calendar‟s for next year‟s 

Alumni Golf Outing. While the location is 

yet to be decided, the scramble 

tournament will played on Saturday, 

August 16, 2008. Thanks to all of the 

brothers who attended. 

-Todd Schoell, Parents’ Club President 

(HC article continued) Other smaller 

projects include painting, re-carpeting 

and replacing the front entryway.  

Eventually, we will have to look at 

replacing the main floor carpeting and 

revamping the entry way. These and 

other things need to be done on an 

ongoing basis so that our house is able 

to continue to attract the best quality 

men and not be a detriment to 

recruiting. 

It is a great pleasure for me to be part 

of the House Corporation Board of 

Directors and to help support the 

o u t s t a n d i n g  u n d e r g r a d u a t e 

leadership. If you are interested in 

participating in the board, contact me 

at doug@frohwein.com, or 800-373-

9211.   

- Doug Parsons (‘75), Iowa Alpha House 

Corporation President  

The Lamp, Fall 2007 
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Rebuilding after the fire 

The cost to rebuild the Chapter House 

following the fire in 1994 was 

$1,096,000, but the insurance 

settlement  only netted $860K.  Due to 

the shortfall in insurance coverage, and 

the additional expenses to get the 

chapter back on the ground, we took 

out a $325K mortgage.  We were 

in a pretty tight financial situation 

in the first three years.  With only 

20-25 Actives living in the House, 

the average annual rent payment 

to the House Corporation was 

$33K.  That barely covered the 

mortgage payments, property 

taxes, and meager operating expenses.  

Thanks to the generous contributors to 

the Iowa Alpha Education Foundation, 

the $93K collected allowed us to stay 

afloat. 

1999-2004 

The Active Chapter has regained its 

strength.  25-33 Actives have lived in 

the House, allowing average annual 

rent payments of $69K to the Alumni 

Association.  This has allowed us to pay 

our normal mortgage payments, as well 

as upgrade the property and cover 

normal wear and tear maintenance.  

The upgrades included air conditioning, 

concrete driveway, and brick patio.  The 

routine maintenance covered kitchen 

upgrades, carpet replacement, 

bathroom repairs, new furniture, etc.  

The chapter house continues to be in 

great physical condition. 

Current Financial Situation 

Currently the House is at full capacity 

with 42 live-in actives, allowing for 

average annual rent payments in the 

last 3 years of $82K.  In addition to the 

house upkeep, we have been able to 

accelerate our mortgage payments.  

The current balance is $54K.  Unless 

unforeseen expenses pop up, the full 

balance will be paid off this school 

year.  I‟m sure there will be a mortgage 

burning celebration! 

Chapter Scholarship Fund 

You are probably aware from reading 

The Shield, that Iowa Alpha has a 

Chapter Scholarship Fund (CSF) at Phi 

Kappa Psi National as part of the 

Endowment Fund.  Each year the 

Endowment Fund makes 5% of the 

balance available for scholarships and 

grants.  We use this to help pay for 

our annual  Ni l e Kinn ic k 

Scholarships.  Our current balance 

is around $44K.  $30K of that 

balance was generated when the 

Iowa Alpha House Corporation 

contributed $15K and took 

advantage of a matching gift offer.  

You can help increase the balance of 

o u r  f u n d  b y  g o i n g  t o 

www.pkpfoundation.org and making an 

on-line contribution.  Make sure you 

designate “how to use your gift” by 

select ing Iowa Alpha Chapter 

Scholarship Fund on the screen.  Take 

advantage of your employer‟s matching 

gift program if available. Thanks to 

those brothers who have donated. 

-  Joe Schemmel , Iowa Alpha          

House Corporation Treasurer 

Weddings 

¶ Keith Volpi ('01) married Jennifer Johnson in Sioux City, IA, on March 17th, 2007 

¶ Chris Kelley („02) married Katie McManness in Lawrence, KS on April 14, 2007 

¶ Eric Parker ('00) married Betsy Sanders in West Des Moines, IA, on May 19th, 2007 

¶ Brand Newland ('00) married Catherine Crouch in Davenport, IA, on June 2nd, 2007 

¶ Blair Schoell („03) married Erin Kelley in Mount Prospect, IL on June 23rd, 2007 

Graduations 

¶ Eric Parker ('00) , Aaron Aizenberg („01), and Brandon Fitz („01) graduated from the 

University of Iowa College of Law in May 

¶ Charlie Bartlett, Cory Cozad, Ben Gansen, Paul Hughes, Jason Jaffe, John Laughlin, 

Cory McAnelly, Hayes Olofson, Zach Olson, Alan Stewart, Joe VanBerkum graduated 

from the  University of Iowa and are newly initiated alumni 

* Know someone that recently got married, retired, had a child, or graduated?  

  Let us know at iowa.alpha.pkp@gmail.com! 

Mortgage is Only Months from Being Paid-off 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Newlyweds Chris Kelley (‘02) 

and Katie McManness cram into 

their car after the wedding.  

“Unless unforeseen expenses pop up, 

the full balance will be paid off this 

school year. Iõm sure there will be a 

mortgage burning celebrationó 

The Lamp, Fall 2007 
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Member Initiation 

Undergrad member initiation will take 

place on Sunday, January 20th, 2008. 

Initiation will take place at 7:00pm. If 

you are interested in attending, please 

c o n t a c t  D a n  H a a s e  a t 

iowa.alpha.pkp@gmail.com. 

 

Founder‟s Day 2008 

For the first year ever, Founders‟ Day 

will take place at historic Kinnick 

Stadium. The event will also coincide 

with the Parents‟ Club Senior Banquet.  

The tentative date for the event is 

Saturday February 23, 2008 at 2:00 

pm. Look for more information about 

the Iowa Alpha‟s 141st Founder‟s Day 

in January 2008.  

Alumni Weekend Getaway 2008 

Every Spring the undergraduates have 

a formal in Galena, Illinois. And over 

the past few years, recent alums have 

done their own version of the formal. If 

you  are interested  in  some 

brotherhood, golfing and revelry in 

historic Galena, contact Brand at 

brandnewland@hotmail.com. The exact 

date yet to be determined, but is 

usually in late April or May.  

Upcoming Alumni Events 
Iowa Alpha House Corporation 

Board of Directors: 

President: Doug Parsons 

Treasurer: Joe Schemmel 

Secretary: Daniel Haase 

Parents‟ Club President: Todd Schoell 

Chapter Advisor: Jim Trigilio 

John Strief 

Jim Houghton 

Newsletter Contributions: 

The Lamp, a publication by alumni-for 

alumni, was created in 2003 with the 

specific intent of providing alumni of 

Iowa Alpha with a forum for keeping in 

contact with their fraternity experience. 

We need your input. Please feel free to 

suggest ideas for future newsletters or 

let us know what you think of The 

Lamp. We are always looking for 

feature story ideas, brothers to profile, 

and news items to print. Contact Dan 

Haase at iowa.alpha.pkp@gmail.com. 

Phi Kappa Psi 

House Corporation Secretary 

363 N Riverside Drive 

Iowa City, IA 52246-2314 
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